
Explore. 
Create. 

to listen to local writers 
share five minutes of their 
own work during the 
Open Mic.   

Every month the Hoffman 
Center hosts the Manza-
nita Writersõ Series, a pro-
gram going since June 
2008. It features published 
authors from all around 
the Northwest.  Featured 
authors have included 
New York Times best-
sellers like Phillip Margo-
lin, Garth Stein, and April 
Henry.  

òWe want to showcase a 
variety of genres and 
styles,ó says Vera Wil-
dauer, one of the organiz-
ers.   òThat way audiences 
will have the opportunity 
to hear something differ-
ent each month.ó   

The first hour of each 
event is devoted to the 
featured author.  Typi-
cally, he or she will read 

from recent books to give 
listeners a taste of his or 
her work.  Between read-
ings, authors offer a peek 
into the writing life, which 
often ends up being the 
most entertaining part of 
the  evening.  At the end 
of the first hour, authors 
answer questions from the 
audience. 

During the intermission 
local bookstores, Cloud 
and Leaf and Ekahni 
Books, sell the featured 
authorõs recent works and 
audience members have 
the opportunity to get 
their books signed and ask 
further questions. After a 
little coffee and conversa-
tion during the break, lo-
cals and visitors alike file 
back into the main room 

Manzanita Writersõ Series:  Rich Entertainment 

A Whale of a Tale!  1st Annual Art and Drama Camp for Kids  

This summer, for the first 
time, the Hoffman Center 
hosted an Art and Drama 
Camp for children ages 5-
18.  

Participants in the week-
long Visual Arts Camp 
could choose from Paint-
ing, taught by local artist 
Nicole Poole, Art and Mu-

sic Explorers with Lynn 
Thomas, or Printing and 
Book Arts with Sarah Skye 
Archer. All classes were 
well attended and the 
weekõs work culminated 
in an art show where stu-
dents could showcase 
their works and have a 
ògalleryó style showing of 

art pieces. 

The all-child cast and 
crew who took part in the 
three-week long intensive 
Drama Camp this year 
had the opportunity to 
audition for, stage, and 
perform a full length mu-
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òThatõs my favorite part 
of the evening,ó says 
Kathie Hightower, an-
other of the series organ-
izers.  òHearing stories 
and poems from your 
neighbors is a wonderful 
way to get to know 
them.ó 

òI hardly ever have to 
ôdingõ the bell,ó adds 
Gail Balden, local colum-
nist and writing teacher, 
also part of the Writersõ 
Series team.  One of her 
jobs is to make sure eve-
ryone gets a chance to 
read their piece by en-
forcing the five -minute 
limit.  òAnd, the writing 
is rich and always 
thought -provoking.ó   

The Manzanita Writersõ 
Series takes a crew of 
dedicated volunteers to 
make it happen--from 
recruiting authors to 
writing press releases to 
serving snacks every 
third Saturday evening.  

Along with Wildauer, 
Hightower, and Balden, 
Phyllis Mannan, Tela 
Skinner, and Elia Seely 
are core volunteers.   

All the set -up and clean-
up?  Thatõs handled with 
help from Mickey Wag-
ner, Greg Hightower, 
and Daric Moore. The 
sound system and light-
ing was set up by Gene 
Dieken.  And local 
homeowners and lodg-
ing businesses donate 
homes where the authors 
can stay for the night. 

To find out more about 
upcoming authors, go to 
the Hoffman Center 
website and click on the 
link for the Manzanita 
Writersõ Series.  To get 
on the mailing list for 
author announcements, 
upcoming workshops, to 
donate lodging, or to 
volunteer, please contact 
Vera Wildauer at vwil-
dauer@gmail.com or 
stop by the Hoffman 
Center during office 
hours. 

professional artist and 
graphic designer with 
well over 30 years ex-
perience. He offered to 
devise a new logo.  
Collaborating with the 
board and others, Ray 
developed a better and 
more attractive design 
for use in all our publi-
cations. 

The logo includes hand

Perceptive readers may 
notice our new Hoff-
man Center logo in 
this newsletter.  

Ray Horton, who 
maintains a studio at 
the Center, is a local 

-styled calligraphy for 
the name and the sun-
set and ocean waves 
theme so important to 
us all in this commu-
nity. It will be scalable 
and usable in all me-
dia. 

We thank Ray for the 
generous gift of his 
time and talent.  
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Gary Seelig reads 

during a recent Open 

Mic. 

Brian Doyle, editor of  Portland magazine and author 
of numerous essay collections enthralls the audience. 
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